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     Syracuse Post-Standard 
headline: “West Genesee 
Teachers, Superintendent, 
others, agree to pay freeze.” 
CNN: “Teachers in upstate 
N.Y. talk, take pay freeze.”
     It’s all about perspective. 
Sure, we could get carried 
away on a self-congratula-
tory wave.  We saved jobs 
and scholastic programs/
activities! We made national 
news! All true. And all rea-
sons for us to feel proud to 
be part of the West Genesee 
School District. And if you 
juxtapose us with what’s 
happening in Wisconsin or 
what happened in Liverpool, 
it makes us look even better 
- West Genesee, a shining 
example of collaboration in a 
crazy world of protests and 
mistrust.
     And we should be proud. 
We have helped to forge a 

relationship based on trust 
between our members and 
our district, thanks to our 
WGTA President John 
Christian and our Super-

intendent Chris Brown’s 
efforts. We have created an 
atmosphere of common trust 
and camaraderie. We made 
an unselfish, albeit “gut-

wrenching” decision to fore-
go our raises that were due 
us. We made that decision 
personally, after much talk 
and debate, and as a result, 
we have saved some jobs 
and some school programs. 
And that is a fine example 
to our students, and after 
all, they are the ones we are 
teaching, aren’t they?
     But let’s not forget that 
some among us have al-
ready lost their jobs.  And 
let’s remember that 99 of us 
voted no to a wage freeze. It 
wasn’t an easy decision; it 
was made after a lot of soul-
searching and hard work by 
our union leadership as well 
as our district leadership. 
We will have some heal-
ing to do.  But above all, we 
have teaching to do. 
     And let’s also not forget 
to keep our perspective. 
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soul-searching and 
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do. But above all, 

we have teach-
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Contact Your WGTA Officers
John Christian -  
	 Cell: 382-3048	 email: jchristian2222@yahoo.com
Sue Giannini - School:  487-4656
	 Cell: 727-7241	 email: srgianni@twcny.rr.com
Andrea Moore - School: 487-4601
	 Cell: 657-2780	 email:  amoore8@twcny.rr.com
Danielle Tuttle - School 487-4648
	 Cell:  391-3669	 email:  danny4414@aol.com

http://www.wgta.net

You have to admit, after two 
grim weeks, it was nice to 
get some positive feedback.  
The news made CNN, the 
link fanning like fire across 
Facebook pages in Camillus. 
Our governor himself com-
mended us, didn’t he? Sure, 
he did, and at first it made 
me proud and happy. Yet 
I heard a disquieting voice 
in the wind from the west, 
whispering caution.
     We here at West Genesee 
need to be careful lest we be-
come a political rock thrown 
by those more powerful than 
us looking to try to put a 
chink in the collective bar-
gaining process. It's compar-
ing apples and oranges: in 
Wisconsin, the governor is 
pushing through legislation 
that would take away collec-
tive bargaining altogether. 
And Liverpool’s decision not 
to vote on a freeze stemmed 
from a relationship of mis-
trust with their district.
     Let’s step back and take 
a world perspective: across 
the globe, in places like 
Libya and Iran, Yemen

and Egypt, a groundswell 
of people have risen up to 
demand their inherent hu-
man rights. They have put 
their lives on the line and in 

many cases, have died in the 
streets.
     Keeping that perspective, 
let us be thankful for what 
we have. But let's not close 
our classroom doors and for-
get all about this until next 
year’s budget begins to rear 
its ugly head. Let's stay ac-
tive in the process the whole 
way through. Let's make a 

goal to be innovative in our 
problem solving.
     We need to realize that 
we are not merely teachers, 
but we are public relations 
ambassadors for the West 
Genesee School District, and 
our every action reflects who 
we are and what we believe.
     We need to be sure that 
our voices are heard loud 
and clear before the bitter 
wind in Wisconsin begins to 
blow our way. 
       Most of all, we need to 
remember who is watching 
and who is learning from 
our behavior and our deci-
sions.
     So let's keep our perspec-
tive, and be mindful that 
behind all the headlines and 
all the websites and the TV 
news and the protests and 
the emails there are little 
people sitting at desks, wait-
ing for and watching our 
next move. Let’s continue 
to shine as examples to our 
students of how to work 
together and solve problems 
creatively.
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Looking for Kudos!
     The Member Ship is look-
ing for good news to publish 
about West Genesee teachers. 
If you - or someone you know 
- has good news to share, 
please contact Ellen Miller  at 
CMS or at: emmiller@tw-
cny.rr.com
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Find a list of permanent ads 
on the WGTA website: http://

www.wgta.net

FYI...
     Donations are being sought for the Donald Stebbins 
Memorial Scholarship Fund.  Checks should be made pay-
able to Donald Stebbins Memorial Scholarship Fund and 
can be sent to Barb Schmidt at the district office

The Member Ship is published by the West Genesee Teachers' 
Association - 3106, P.O. Box 417, Camillus, NY. 13031-0417. John 
Christian, President;  Sue Giannini, Vice President; Bonnie Young, 
Treasurer; Michelle Lepak, Secretary; Ellen Miller, Newsletter Editor. 
Affiliated with the New York State United Teachers and the American 
Federation of Teachers, NEA, AFL-CIO.

Advertisement Policy
    Advertisements in The Member Ship are provided free to West 
Genesee NYSUT members and their families.  All advertisements are at 
the discretion of The Member Ship Editor and are printed on the WGTA 
website. Advertisements should be submitted to Ellen Miller at CMS. The 
only other advertisements that are run in The Member Ship are those 
provided by NYSUT, the AFT or the AFL-CIO.

Agent Frank Marinelli – State Farm Insurance.  Pro-
viding Insurance and Financial Services.  3444 Rt. 31 Ste 5, 
Baldwinsville, NY 13027. Business Phone:  622-SAVE (7283).  
Get premium service at a lower rate with State Farm, please call 
for a quote or visit our website at www.insure31.com.
Email: frank.marinelli.R74W@statefarm.com

New Advertisement...

- E-mail Directory  -
     Join the FREE WGTA E-mail Directory.  There are 
currently more than 100 WGTA members, retirees, West 
Genesee staff and WG parents in the Directory.  We share 
our E-mail addresses and send each other educational ar-
ticles, WGTA and union information, and personal notes.
     If you would like to be a part of this FREE Directory 
please send your name, E-mail address, and WG status 
(school name / retired / WG staff / WG parent) to Lynn Da-
vis at:  davis@twcny.rr.com
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